MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
GORHAM TOWN BOARD
AUGUST 9, 2017

The Gorham Town Board held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday August 12,
2017 at 7:00 PM at the Gorham Town Hall. Present were Supervisor Lightfoote,
Councilmembers; Glitch, Case, Malcolm and Chard. Water/Wastewater Chief
Operator Coston, Code Enforcement Officer Freida, Assessor Mineo and Town
Clerk Perrotte. Highway Superintendent Ayers was necessarily absent.
Other guests in attendance; Rob Brenner, Bill Pellicano, Rick Szkapi, Jared Hirt,
Will McCoy, Rita Kulp, Bob Guscoira and many local residents with interest in the
re-zoning of Pelican Point, LLC.
1.

Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

2.

Privilege of the Floor:

Mr. Steve Mumby representing the Town of Gorham Historical Society. Mr.
Mumby gave a brief history of the Society. He said the Historical Society is
grateful to the Town Board for the yearly stipend the Town gives them to share
with the Town Historian Dennis Hogan. The Historical Society interacts closely
with Mr. Hogan. Mr. Mumby said they could not be happier with Mr. Hogan as
well as Ruth, the new Librarian, they have a real good relationship with her.
Mr. Mumby said they use about one third of the money from the Town for one
particular day, “Life during the Civil War”. A reenactment day for Marcus Whitman
students that has been a major undertaking for the past seven years.
Mr. Mumby said he is pleased to see so many in attendance at tonight’s Board
meeting. Mr. Mumby said the Historical Society has representatives from all over
the Town. The area of Town that is lacking is down along the lake. He
encouraged the Lake residents to get involved because the Historical Society
strives to be representatives of the whole Town.
A resident asked about launching kayaks at Deep Run Park.
Supervisor Lightfoote said he checked on that today, those are the rules for
Deep Run Park, you cannot launch from the Park. The County is still working on
getting a launch set up at Ontario Beach Park. He suggested she check the
Ontario County Website regarding public hearings on that.
Mrs. Linda Roche 4785 County Road 11 she said she would like to re-affirm their
continued opposition to the re-zoning request that is on the docket tonight.
4.

Approval of Minutes – 7/12/17 Regular Meeting and Public Hearing Minutes.
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On the motion by Councilmember Chard, seconded by Councilmember Malcolm,
the minutes from the 7/12/17 meeting and public hearing were approved as
submitted.
066-2017
5.

Audit of Bills:
Abstract # 8

A
B
SL
DB
SS
SW1
HN

199-223
205-209
221.222
145-156
65-706
132-145
52

$17,976.19
148.67
652.63
34,204.74
519.28
9,536.94
2,675.00

On the motion by Councilmember Glitch, seconded by Councilmember Case, the
bills were approved for payment. Motion carried unanimously. (5-0)
067-2017
6.

Reports of Town Officials:

a.
Water/Wastewater Plants - written report on file.
b.
Highway Superintendent - written report on file.
c.
Zoning – written report on file. Zoning Officer Freida said the Security
System has been installed.
d.
Assessor – no report on file. Assessor Mineo said the equalization rate
is at one hundred percent, it is important to have the distribution of tax burden
distributed evenly.
e.
Town Clerk - written report on file.
f.
Supervisor – verbal report on file.
On the motion by Councilmember Glitch, seconded by Councilmember Malcolm,
the reports of Town Officials were approved. Motion carried unanimously. (5-0)
068-2017
7.

Business:
a. Local Law #3-2017

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW NO. 3-2017 CHANGING THE ZONING
DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN PARCELS AND AMENDING A
PORTION OF THE TOWN OF GORHAM ZONING MAP
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1. Resolution Determination of Significance – The Short Environmental
Assessment Form was prepared and reviewed by the Town Board. It was
determined that the proposed local law will not result in any adverse
environmental impacts.
Supervisor Lightfoote offered the following resolution and moved for its
adoption. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Case, and was adopted
by the following vote:

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF GORHAM,
ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK,
DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE – LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2017
WHEREAS, the Town of Gorham Town Board, hereinafter referred to as
Town Board, has determined Local Law No. 3 of 2017 to be an Unlisted Action under
the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations, and,
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and accepted the Environmental
Record prepared on said action, and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the potential impacts associated
with said action.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Board makes this
Determination of Non-Significance based upon: the Short Form Environmental
Assessment Form prepared for this action, Town Board Public Hearing Record on
said action; and, the Environmental Record prepared on said action.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Town Board makes this
Determination of Non-Significance based on the following reasons supporting this
determination:
1. The Town Board considered the action as defined in subdivisions 617.2(b)
and 617.3(g) of Part 617 of the SEQR Regulations; and,
2. The Town Board did review the EAF, the criteria contained in subdivision
(c) of 617.7 and other supporting information to identify the relevant
areas of environmental concern; and,
3. The Town Board did thoroughly analyze the identified relevant areas of
environmental concern to determine if the action may have significant
adverse impact on the environment; and
4. The Town Board did set forth its determination of significance in written
form containing a reasoned elaboration and providing reference to all
supporting documentation.
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I, Darby Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that
the aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of
Gorham on August 9, 2017, by the following vote:
Aye
Frederick Lightfoote
William Glitch
Brian Case
Richard Malcolm
Jake Chard

Nay

X
X
X
X

X

Motion carried (4-1).
069-2017
2. Resolution Authorizing Adoption of Local Law # 3- 2017 - Councilmember
Case offered the following resolution, along with the stipulations recommended by
the Town Planning Board, and moved for its adoption on the basis of its consistence
with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and furthers the health, safety and welfare in
the community, based on the materials and testimony provided. The motion was
seconded by Councilmember Chard. The Board held a brief discussion.
Councilmember Glitch asked if there is another way to get this done without
changing the zoning, could special use permits or variances be granted but not
necessarily change the zoning.
Supervisor Lightfoote said not with the current zoning designation. There would
have to be a change in zoning in order for them to be afforded the opportunity to do
what they want to do and they still have to be coming forth to the Planning Board
for site plan review and approvals and stipulations.
Councilmember Malcolm said he had no problem with the original proposals that
were made last August. When the annexation was proposed for the 364 property.
Councilmember Malcolm said “In my opinion it changed the character of the
proposal and I think it’s inappropriate for us to change the zoning from R-R to
General Business for that 364 property. I believe if the proposals were re-done and
brought back with just what was proposed last August there would be support for
that.”
The motion was adopted by the following vote:
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION
BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF GORHAM OF LOCAL LAW NO. 3
OF 2017 ENTITLED
"A LOCAL LAW CHANGING THE ZONING DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION OF
CERTAIN PARCELS AND AMENDING A PORTION OF THE TOWN OF
GORHAM ZONING MAP"
WHEREAS, a resolution was duly adopted on June 14 2017, by the Town
Board of the Town of Gorham, for a public hearing to be held by said Town Board,
on July 12, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at Gorham Town Hall, 4736 South Street, Gorham,
New York, to hear all interested parties on a proposed Local Law entitled, "A Local
Law Changing the Zoning District Classification of Certain Parcels and Amending a
Portion of the Town of Gorham Zoning Map" and
WHEREAS, notice of said public hearing was duly advertised in the official
newspaper of the Town of Gorham, on June 28, 2017 and other notices required
to be given by law were properly served, posted or given; and
WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held on July 12, 2017, at 7:00
p.m. at the Gorham Town Hall, 4736 South Street, Gorham, New York, and all
parties in attendance were permitted an opportunity to speak on behalf of or in
opposition to said Proposed Local Law, or any part thereof; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to part 617 of the implementing regulations
pertaining to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the
Environmental Conservation Law it has been determined by the Town Board that
adoption of said Local Law would not have a significant effect upon the
environment and could be processed by other applicable governmental agencies
without further regard to SEQR.
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Gorham, after due
deliberation, finds it in the best interest of the Town of Gorham to adopt said
Local Law.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town
of Gorham hereby adopts said Local Law No. 3 of 2017, entitled "A Local Law
Changing the Zoning District Classification of Certain Parcels and Amending a
Portion of the Town of Gorham Zoning Map", a copy of which is attached hereto
and made a part of this resolution, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk be and she hereby is directed to enter
said Local Law in the Local Law Book of the Town of Gorham, to give due notice
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of the adoption of said local law to the Secretary of State of New York, to amend
the Town’s official zoning map in accordance with this Local Law, to publish an
abstract of this local law in the Town’s official newspaper and to post a copy of
this local law conspicuously at or near the main entrance to the office of the Town
Clerk.
I, Darby Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that
the Town Board of the Town of Gorham adopted the aforementioned resolution on
August 9, 2017, by the following vote:
Aye
Frederick Lightfoote
William Glitch
Brian Case
Richard Malcolm
Jake Chard

Nay

X
X
X
X

X
_____

Motion carried (3-2).
070-2017
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I, Darby Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that the
Town Board of the Town of Gorham adopted the aforementioned resolution on
August 9, 2017 by the following vote:
Aye
Nay
Frederick Lightfoote
William Glitch
Brian S. Case
Richard Malcolm
Jake Chard

X___
____
X___
___
X___

____
X___
____
X___
____

Motion carried (3-2).
071-2017
b. Sewer rate discussion tabled to next meeting
c. Extra manpower for the Water Department –
Chief Operator Coston said the part time employee for the Water Department is
retiring in September. He used to do the weekend shift but now only does one
day, Saturday. The Water Plant runs seven days a week. Mr. Coston said they
need more manpower.
Councilmember Glitch said “if we need somebody let’s not beat this horse to
death, let’s pull the trigger and get it done.”
The Board agreed. The Town still has a list from the last employee hired.
Supervisor Lightfoote said he would have Mr. Coston’s secretary check with
Human Resources to see if we can still use those applicants.
Councilmember Chard said “So you used to have more people under you?”
Chief Operator Coston said yes, the Water Plant previously had five full time
employees and two part time employees. The part time employees each worked
twenty-five to thirty hours per week. Currently the plant has four full time
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employees and one part time employee who works one day on the weekend.
Since we run twenty four seven, the part time employee can put in fifteen to
sixteen hours in one day.
d. Hopewell Water Agreement – Supervisor Lightfoote, Councilmember Glitch,
Chief Operator Coston and Water Department employee Chris Cummings reviewed
the contract. This contract is in place for forty years. Supervisor Lightfoote
offered the contract and asked for its approval.
Councilmember Malcolm
seconded the motion that carried unanimously (5-0). Councilmembers signed the
contract along with Town of Hopewell Supervisor and Councilmembers.
072-2017
e. Supervisor Lightfoote said the Town of Gorham has come to an agreement
to purchase the Development Rights on fifty acres of land owned by Joseph
Christofferson. The Town buys the Development Rights, the Land Trust takes care
of all the necessary legal fees and closing costs. The Town paid for the appraisal
of $4,500.00. The development value on the fifty acre parcel is $81,300.81.
Supervisor Lightfoote said the money is earmarked for this type of purchase and
is in the Open Space Reserve Fund. The transfer of money is subject to
permissive referendum pursuant to article 7 of the Town Law of the State of New
York.
f.

Permissive Referendum –

Councilmember Glitch made a motion to transfer $85,800.81 from the land
Preservation Reserve Fund to the Land Preservation Fund to complete the
purchase of property development rights on a parcel on Jones Road.
This
transfer pursuant to permissive referendum. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Case, with no further discussion the motion carried unanimously.
(5-0)
073-2017
g. Supervisor Lightfoote said “since we participate, as a Town, in the County’s
Updated Solid Waste Plan some of the moneys that are coming through from
Casella have been diverted to this and our share is $36,000.00.”
Mr. Lightfoote met with a representative from the County Planning Department
and Highway Superintendent Ayers. They met at the Town Transfer Station to go
over some of the things we need and some of the things that other towns are
doing. The highlight is on better recycling efforts and ways to improve the
environmental waste stream here at the Town level.
Highway Superintendent Ayers would like to purchase two new recycling
containers and two new higher top open containers. They have been needed for
several years since the current ones are in very rough shape. The additional six
thousand could be used for various things that would be up to the Board to
approve. Some suggestions were organic waste containers or better electronic
waste recycling efforts.
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Supervisor Lightfoote said New York State requires the Town to sign a contract to
do what we say we’re going to do with the money.
h. Appoint Deputy Town Clerk – Town Clerk Perrotte said she would like to
appoint Brenda Jones as one of her Deputy Town Clerks. Mrs. Jones is the
Deputy Tax Collector as well as an office floater at the Town Hall and since she is
already in the building three days per week it would be additionally helpful if she
could help out in the Town Clerk’s office.
Councilmember Case asked if Deputy Clerk Rita Kulp was not going to do it.
Town Clerk Perrotte said “Rita is still my Deputy, I can have up to three. Mrs.
Kulp is typically here every Wednesday from 9am-1pm. I come in from 1pm-7pm
on Wednesdays. Occasionally I might have to run to the bank on a Tuesday or
Thursday and since I don’t have a Deputy in the building I would have to close my
office. Mrs. Jones is already here in the building so it makes sense to appoint her
as one of my Deputies.”
Supervisor Lightfoote said it allows Mrs. Jones to fill in in the Clerk’s office and it
is an appointed position.
On the motion by Councilmember Chard, seconded by Councilmember Glitch, to
appoint Brenda Jones as Deputy Town Clerk, effective immediately. Motion
carried unanimously. (5-0)
074-2017
i. Budget Discussion – Supervisor Lightfoote suggested tentatively setting a
budget workshop for the next regular meeting on September 13, 2017. If the
time at the next regular meeting is not going to work Supervisor Lightfoote will set
a special meeting date for a budget workshop.
8.

Correspondence – regarding the re-zoning of Pelican Point, LLC.
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9.

Privilege of the Floor:

Mr. Will McCoy said “I appreciate the opportunity to be here to see what’s going
on with the Town Board. I have no position on the Pelican Point thing but, I’m
glad you took the time and the care and the deliberations that you did. I was also
impressed that Richard explained his negative vote very clearly and precisely
you’re not obligated to do that but I think that’s good for relations. I personally
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think we could benefit by a few Town meetings with the population. We used to
have the East Shore Association, there are a lot of things that go on that we’re
vaguely aware of but if there’s an opportunity for people to learn. For instance
there used to be the Sheriff would come in, today he might talk about what’s
going on with opioids particularly in our area of town. There are a lot of issues
that could come up. The recent assessment we had, it was quite a major
undertaking with virtually no information on it other than a legalized form that we
received on it. I think that it’s worth generating the goodwill with the citizenry to
offer that kind of thing. I picture one at the Crystal Beach Fire Hall, one at the
Gorham Hamlet Fire Hall with the same kind of agenda at each. The storm runoff’s and things. Those are big issues it would be good for people to know more
than they see from the Messenger. I think the goodwill you build up with that, by
face to face contact, would really pay off if we hit some disaster. We’ve been
really fortunate that the Town hasn’t had a major issue, a major disaster but, it’s
money in the bank to have that goodwill. I just think we’ve lost some of that,
particularly over in the Beach area when we lost the East Shore Association. I
think person to person contact, if it doesn’t work it doesn’t work but, I think it’s
worth thinking about. I know you’ve got a busy agenda but I think it’s nice to
have the citizens understand you and be on your side when you face a big
problem. I appreciate the chance to be here and I certainly thank you for all the
time you put in beyond what would normally be expected from a Board.”
Councilmember Glitch said it’s a good idea and Supervisor Lightfoote said point
well taken.
Mr. McCoy finished up by saying “I appreciate the chance to be here and I
certainly thank you for all the time you put in beyond what’s expected from a
Board, the scope of this kind of thing just keeps growing.”
Mr. McCoy added “I call it the Town Dump, I think Roger and that crew up there
have really done a nice job over the last few years. It is very much more
customer friendly than it used to be. It’s cleaner, it’s neater, it’s well kept up,
they’re watching what’s going on. The whole thing is a very good experience.”
Supervisor Lightfoote said “thank you it’s very nice to hear that.”
10.
Executive Session: at 8:34pm on the motion by Supervisor Lightfoote,
seconded by Councilmember Chard, the Board entered into executive session to
discuss litigation, Cregg v Town of Gorham.
At 8:48pm on the motion by Councilmember Glitch, seconded by
Councilmember Chard, the Board returned to regular session.
No action was taken in executive session. Both motions carried unanimously. (5-0)
075-2017
11.
Set Next Meeting Date – the next regular meeting of the Gorham Town
Board will be held on September 13, 2017 at 7pm at the Gorham Town Hall.
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12. Adjournment - With no further business, on the motion by Councilmember
Malcolm, seconded by Councilmember Glitch, the meeting was adjourned at
8:51pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Darby Perrotte
Town Clerk
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