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  MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

THE GORHAM TOWN BOARD 
February 19, 2025   7:00pm 

 
 

 The Gorham Town Board held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday February 19, 2025 at 
7:00 pm at the Town Hall in Gorham, NY.   
  Present; Supervisor Dale C. Stell. Councilmembers, Jake Chard, Phil Curtis and Chrissy 
Watkins.  
  Councilmember Brian Lazarus joined via Zoom. 
  Town Officials in attendance; Chief Operator Water & Wastewater Districts Nate Bay, Highway 
Superintendent Zach Eddinger, Code Enforcement Officer Jim Morse, Assessor Enza Mineo, and 
Town Clerk Darby Perrotte.   
Residents and guests in person and via zoom. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The minutes are written as a summary of the main points that were made and are the official 
and permanent record of the actions taken by the Gorham Town Board. Remarks delivered 

during privilege of the floor and discussions are summarized and are not intended to be 
verbatim transcriptions. 

The full zoom recording of the meeting is posted on the town website for viewing. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag  
 
2.       Privilege of the Floor –   
 
  Austin Kephart & Lisa Grefrath from Whitman Band & Guard Boosters were present to speak  
about a mural of the ‘Pageant of Bands’.  The mural is being created in an effort to honor the 
Pageant’s history in Gorham.  The mural will be installed on the east side of the Old Mill 
Restaurant building in the hamlet of Gorham.  The unveiling ceremony will be held on June 7, 
2025.   Informational packets are available at the Town Hall.  The Boosters are seeking 
donations from community members for the mural. More information available on Marcus 
Whitman Band Facebook Page.  
 
  Kevin Olvany, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Manager, updated the Board, and guests, on 
where Gorham stands with FEMA after the flooding event in July 2024.  He explained funding 
and mitigation in regards to public infrastructure damage that occurred in Gorham.  
 
  Lizabeth Rasmussen, Town of Gorham Historical Society, stated they have raised $126,000.00 
of their $200,000.00 goal! She thanked all that have contributed. Also spoke about upcoming 
fund raisers for the Historical Society.  More information on their Gorham NY Historical Society 
Facebook Page.  
    Debbie North, County Road 18 resident, stated as chair of the Town Beautification Project 
there has been no interest shown in a barn quilt project but some interest in Veteran banners.  
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Mrs. North has been in touch with a company to repair existing town signs and potentially 
replace some of the signs that are at town limits.  Mrs. North is getting quotes. 
  Mrs. North asked Councilmember Lazarus if he would rescind the directive from the Sheriff’s 
Department to allow her to email him along with the rest of the town board. 
  No response from Councilmember Lazarus. 
 
  Barb Frank, Goose Street resident, Ms. Frank’s comments are related to the upcoming Town 
officials election, particularly the Highway superintendent election.  Ms. Frank stated she thinks 
it is better if our elections are competitive, especially in a small town like Gorham, it can be a 
struggle to get people to run for the positions. One way to address it would be to expand the 
number of people that are able to run.  Ms. Frank is asking the Town Board to consider allowing 
candidates from outside the Town of Gorham.  Ms. Frank stated it could be done a number of 
ways to expand the potential pool of candidates.   She suggests allowing anyone within the 
Marcus Whitman School District, someone from an adjoining town or having someone who 
understands the lay of the land but implementing a radius of within so many miles of the town 
highway facility.  Ms. Frank added unless there is an independent or a democratic candidate, 
the election is basically decided in the republican primary.  She is requesting the Town Board 
look into that process. 
  Supervisor Stell stated the idea has been kicked around a bit.   The Town Board would have to 
go through the process of adopting a new local law for that to happen. 
  Councilmember Lazarus stated it would be a good time to talk about creating a local law to  
change the residency requirements of highway superintendent.  He suggested the Board discuss 
the possibility at an open meeting.   
Councilmember Lazarus asked about the sewer rate increases and if it was voted on.   
  Supervisor Stell said those rates were accepted and approved along with the fee schedule at 
the Organizational Meeting in January 2025. 
   
3.       Approval of Minutes – 12/18/24 Revised Regular Meeting Minutes  
                                          01/15/25 Organizational Meeting Minutes 
                                          01/15/25 Regular Meeting Minutes     
 
   On the motion by Councilmember Curtis, seconded by Councilmember Chard, the  
Minutes (3) were approved as submitted. The motion carried unanimously. 4-0 

 4 - Ayes – Stell, Chard, Curtis, Watkins                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                016-2025 
 
4.     Reports of Town Officials - 
 

A.  Chief Operator Water/Wastewater Plants – written report on file.                 
B.  Highway Superintendent – written report on file.   

             C.   Zoning/Building Officer – written report on file.      
             D.   Assessor –written report on file.   
    E.   Tax Collector - written report on file.  
             F.   Town Clerk – written report on file.   
             G.   Town Supervisor – written report on file.   
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  On the motion by Councilmember Chard, seconded by Councilmember Watkins, the Reports of 
Town Officials were approved as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 4-0 

4 - Ayes - Stell, Chard, Curtis, Watkins 
                                                                                                                                017-2025 
 
Councilmember Lazarus asked Supervisor Stell about the generator Zach Eddinger has at his 
house, it has been there for a while, it is owned by the Town.  He asked if Supervisor Stell has 
talked to Highway Superintendent Eddinger and asked him to return it or what or what the 
Town is doing to get the generator back in the possession of the Town.  
Supervisor Stell stated he has not asked him to return it.  He thought the Highway 
Superintendent might do that on his own after the Investigator paid him a visit.  
Councilmember Lazarus asked if there was paperwork from the Sheriff’s Office. 
Supervisor Stell has not received anything from the Sheriff’s Office yet. 
 
5.    Audit of Bills -   

Approval of Vouchers 
Abstract #2 

 
 On the motion by Councilmember Watkins, seconded by Councilmember Lazarus  
Councilmember Chard pointed out an error of $54 in the court account on the abstract. 
Supervisor Stell will correct with the bookkeeper before the check goes out.   
 The abstract of bills totaling $539,754.56, was approved for payment.  The motion carried 3-1 

3 - Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins 
                                              1 - Nay  -  Chard                                                    
                                                                                                                                018-2025 
6.       Business – 
 
                   a.  Kevin Olvany, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Manager, stated NY State has 
granted $112,500.00.  The grant will provide a huge benefit in what the town has been dealing 
with over the past 2-3 years in terms of flooding events along the lake in Gorham. There is a 
study planned, which will utilize the grant awarded, that will look at major drainage systems 
that have been experiencing severe flooding issues and also where quality of the lake is 
impacted.  
  Discussion was held with residents about several areas of town affected by the flooding.   

 
b. Adopt Resolution Accepting of Access Easement Deep Run HOA  

  Councilmember Chard offered the following resolution and called for adoption.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Watkins discussion was held.   The resolution was adopted unanimously 4-0 

4 - Ayes - Stell, Chard, Curtis, Watkins 
                                                                                                                       019-2025  
 

 
TOWN OF GORHAM 

RESOLUTION #3-2025 
AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF EASEMENT 
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WHEREAS, the Town of Gorham, by its officers or representatives, has engaged in discussions 
with Deep Run Homeowners Association, Inc. ("Owner") regarding the Town obtaining an 
access easement from it over a portion of its property located at 4281 State Route 364, Town of 
Gorham, as shown on a map prepared by MRB Group; and 
 
WHEREAS, Town of Gorham officials have recommended to the Town Board that Owner grant to 
the Town the easement over said lands of the Owner; and 
 
WHEREAS, said easement has been offered by Owner to the Town of Gorham in exchange for 
the Town providing the following consideration (collectively, the “Consideration”): 
 
• The Town maintaining the new asphalt easement driveway within the Easement Area. 
• The Town reimbursing Owner for attorney fees to review the easement in an amount approved 

by the Town Board. 
• The Town improving the remaining 480’ length of existing driveway on Owner’s property by re-

grading and adding a 5’ wide stone dust path or some other material both parties agree to. 
• The Town providing insurance showing the Owner as an additional insured. 
• The Town providing a locked gate at the western end of the new easement driveway. 
• The Town providing “Private Property, No Parking” signs near the gate. 
• The Town paving a 150’ x 5’ wide section of Owner’s walking trail parallel to County Road 1 

south of Ridge Run which is currently a stone dust trail. 
• The Town not using nor permitting others to use the Easement Area for regular or overnight 

parking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Gorham is desirous of accepting said offered 
easement on behalf of the Town; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Gorham has examined said instruments and 
finds the Consideration to be fair and reasonable. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Gorham 
does hereby accept the Easement attached hereto as Exhibit 1 from Owner in accordance with the 
terms and conditions contained in said instrument and directs that the same be recorded in the 
Office of the Clerk of the County of Ontario, the fees for said recording to be borne by the Town, 
and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor shall be and hereby is authorized to take any and all 
further action necessary to carry forth the intent of this resolution, including but not limited to the 
execution of all documents necessary to complete the conveyances of the premises referenced 
herein. 
 
I, Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that the Town Board of 
the Town of Gorham adopted the aforementioned resolution on February 19, 2025 by the 
following vote: 
 
          Aye   Nay 
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  Dale C. Stell      X    
 Jake Chard     X    

  Phil Curtis     X    
  Brian Lazarus     abstain   
  Chrissy Watkins    X    
 

        c.  Greg Hotaling, MRB Engineer, updated the Board and gave a brief description of the 
County Infrastructure Grant Program. 
 

        d.  Approve Post-issuance Tax Compliance and Continuing Disclosure Policies and 
Procedures.   
 

  Councilmember Chard made a motion to accept the disclosure form.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Watkins discussion was held.  The document is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office 
The motion carried unanimously 4-0 

4 - Ayes - Stell, Chard, Curtis, Watkins 
                                                                                                                       019-2025  
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7.  Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting will be held on Wednesday March 19, 2025 at 
7:00 pm at the Gorham Town Hall. 
 
 
8.     Privilege of the Floor –   none requested! 
 
9.     Adjournment – with no further business, on the motion by Councilmember Watkins, 
seconded by Councilmember Curtis, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 4-0 

4 - Ayes – Stell, Chard, Curtis, Watkins 
     020-2025 

     
 
 
                                                                                               Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                   Darby L. Perrotte 
                                                                                                     Town Clerk 


